
Miller Heights Elementary School   
Minutes for PTO Meeting—November 5, 2020   

**Meeting held via Zoom**   

Attending Board Members   
Kelly Ann Zapata—President  
Angela Vennemann—Recording Secretary  
Lynmarie Dominguez—Corresponding Secretary  
Bekki Morgan—Treasurer  
Janelle Lewis—Head Homeroom Parent  
Carolann Phalen—PAC  
Joanna DeJesus-Fenicle—Ways and Means  

Attending Staff Members   
Mrs. Roeder—Principal  
Mrs. Morgan 

Additional Attendees   
Analia Squire, Sonia Aurin, Rob Ziobro, Cyan Levy, Matthew Levy, Rysha [no last name], Lori 
Walker 

Total attendees: 16 

Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. 

Principal’s Report   
Good to see you all here. The end of the year is soon upon us and tomorrow is actually 
the end of the first quarter. Report cards are given out November 18 and after that we 
will have phone conferences this year. We had the choice of Zoom or phone 
conferences and we decided it might be best to do phone conferences since so often 
people have trouble with their internet. Your children are doing a great job as we got 
through the first quarter, working hard, having fun, and genuinely happy to be in 
school. Pajama day was a big hit. We’re happy to see them and see how well they’re 
doing. Stay tuned for more information about phone conferences—a letter will be 
coming out. 

Teachers’ Report   
Mrs. Morgan 
Nice to see you. On behalf of all the teachers we want to thank you for money for classroom 
supplies and for Halloween parties. We had a great time celebrating Halloween with traditional 
snacks and spreading out with games and activities. Things have been going well, getting a lot 
of learning done. Seeing progress with the kids in the first quarter. Thanks again to the PTO for 
being willing to support the students with monetary contributions. 

 



Treasurer’s Report   
Beginning balance: not reported  
Expenses: $1,361.29 (website updates, insurance, teacher reimbursements) 
Income: not reported  
Ending balance: $20,415.44  

Corresponding Secretary’s Report   
No correspondence this month. 

PAC Report   
Carolann Phalen 
The last PAC meeting was on October 22.  

● The focus was on COVID and questions were why BASD has COVID data on its 
website for only a 14-day period—they are choosing to post that data following health 
bureau guidelines. If they posted all data from the entire school year rather than the 
current 14-day window, it would skew the data to look worse than it currently is. There 
is no evidence of in-school transmission as of October 22.  

● The district intends to have a meeting to discuss winter sports (this meeting may have 
already occurred by this point), and information on that will be at the next PAC 
meeting.  

● A satisfaction survey went out to parents on e-learning and hybrid school formats to 
gauge whether it's working well for families or not. Overall, the high school level is 
seeing reduced interaction with students, so they need feedback from parents on how 
to better engage students.  

● Julie Bailey, executive director of the Foundation for the Bethlehem Area School 
District, spoke briefly—for anyone who donates $100 or more to the foundation, they 
will receive a yard sign—reach out to Carolann at carolannphalen@gmail.com for more 
information on how to donate.  

● Snow days may become a thing of the past as we have transitioned to online learning, 
but more information will come later in the winter. 

Old Business   
No old business. 

New Business   
Book fair—Analia Squire 
Thank you to everyone for supporting the online book fair. No questions or problems so 
far. There have been about 70 visits to the Scholastic website for Miller Heights. 
Reminder—if we have grandparents or parents who want to purchase books, don’t 
check out as a guest—register with Scholastic so that Miller Heights gets credit for the 
sale. Click here to access the online book fair. 
 
Homeroom parents—Janelle Lewis 
Usually by this point in the year we have homeroom parents assigned to each class, but 
with COVID and with everything going out through Google Docs, the signup form was 
late getting sent out. We are hoping to have a list out by the end of November. There is a 
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lack of volunteers, so if you are interested in helping please reach out—we only have 39 
people who returned the form. Some classes have no volunteers at all. The PTO has 
agreed to still give money to each class for in-classroom celebrations. Click here to 
access the signup form. 
 
Gift cards—Angela Vennemann 
The gift card sale is a yearlong fundraiser, but the winter holiday season is our biggest 
time. You can buy gift cards for face value, and the PTO gets a rebate. There are lots of 
retailers available like Target, Walmart, Starbucks, Wawa, Giant, ShopRite, and Amazon, 
plus a lot of others. Gift cards are great for teacher gifts, stocking stuffers, holiday tips 
for your mail carrier or trash hauler, or groceries for holiday meals. The order form is 
available here and on the PTO’s website at www.millerheightspto.com. Send in your 
order form and your check with your student, and it will go to the PTO mailbox. The 
deadline to submit an order for holiday delivery is Friday, December 11. Because her 
youngest is a fifth grader, this will be Angela’s last year at Miller Heights and her last year 
running the gift card program. If you are interested in taking over (it’s incredibly easy and 
not time consuming!) please reach out to her at angela.vennemann@gmail.com. 

Other Business   
No other business. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Angela Vennemann. 
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