
 

Miller Heights Elementary School   
Minutes for PTO Meeting—January 15, 2021   

**Meeting held via Zoom**   

Attending Board Members   
Kelly Ann Zapata—President  
Mary Fiorini—Vice President 
Angela Vennemann—Recording Secretary  
Lynmarie Dominguez—Corresponding Secretary  
Joanna DeJesus-Fenicle—Ways and Means 
Melissa Riexinger—PAC 
 
Attending Staff Members   
Mrs. Roeder—Principal 
  
Additional Attendees   
Analia Squire, Lisa Silvius 
 
Total attendees: 9 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Principal’s Report   
Good to see everyone. I miss seeing all of our parents but we are happy to have the kids back 
this week. A lot of kids asked when they'll be back five days a week. It’s nice to know that they 
want to be back. 
 
We have nurses keeping track of whenever a parent calls about household exposures to 
COVID. The nurses have been doing a great job letting parents know about when students can 
return and tracking test results. This week no students or staff have reported positive tests, but 
some are under quarantine. With this week being the second week after the January 1 holiday 
we’re hoping the numbers calm down after this. The district confirmed that teachers are in the 
1B group for vaccines. Getting teachers vaccinated is the first step to getting the kids back in 
school and then everything will flow smoother. We are just waiting for word when that can take 
place. The school nurses and the Bethlehem Health Bureau have been helpful in eliminating 
spread within the schools. Thank you to parents for participating in that process. Mr. Eddie and 
Mr. Matt are great about keeping the school clean.  
 
We are looking to try to make February 11 a Valentine celebration for students; obviously not 
the way we usually do things with passing out valentines, but we are looking into ways we can 
celebrate something for the kids to enjoy. We are looking to get a little more fun into the kids’ 
time at school, and it will be easier when we can get the kids outside more. 
 
Teachers’ Report   
No teachers’ report this month. 
 



 

 
Treasurer’s Report   
Beginning balance: not reported 
Expenses: $2,110.54 (teacher reimbursements, gift card order) 
Income: $1,695 (gift card payments) 
Ending balance: $19,228.07 
 
Corresponding Secretary’s Report 
Mrs. Roeder—thank you for the Christmas gift 
Mrs. Roeder—thank you for birthday gift 
Mrs. Sarkozy—thank you for the Christmas gift 
 
PAC Report   
Melissa Riexinger on behalf of Carolann Phalen 
Carolann was on the Zoom last night and shared her notes. The next three PAC meetings are 
February 4, March 18, and May 20. 

● Update for COVID—the district is averaging 8 cases a day. The strategy to remain virtual 
for the week after winter break worked. The post-Thanksgiving case count was too high 
for the district to manage with contact tracing, necessitating the temporary shift to 
all-virtual. Dr. Roy worries that vaccinations may be poorly managed by health care 
systems.  

● The number of students struggling academically is about twice as bad this year as last 
year. Principals are doing home visits, there are more attempts at bilingual 
communication, and administration is encouraging students that are failing in e-learning 
to go back to the hybrid model. This has been a tough year academically, but not for 
lack of effort on the district’s part.  

● Waiting for results of mid-year reading assessments. Data should be available 
mid-February.  

● Question as to whether PSSAs will be administered this year.  
● Discussion of extending the school year—comes down to contract issues. The district 

may not have the budget capacity to facilitate an extension.  
● Spring sports are likely to take place with masks and proper precautions.  
● The free meal program will continue through the end of the school year. Some students 

are throwing away the pre-packaged food that is being sent home with them, so the 
district is looking into ways to reduce food waste through that program. 

 
Old Business   
Book fair—Analia Squire 
Online book fair sales for fall 2020 were only $520 compared to in-person sales of $2,200 
during fall of 2019. We knew it would be a lot less. We are looking into dates for another online 
book fair in the spring and will report back when those dates are set. 
 
New Business   
Ink cartridges 
If you have any empty printer ink cartridges, please send them in for recycling—the PTO gets 
money back from Staples for recycling, but we need to turn in 10 cartridges per month. 



 

 
District scholarship 
Once again the PTO is funding a $500 scholarship for a BASD senior who attended Miller 
Heights. The application will be available soon on the district foundation’s website: 
https://basdwpweb.beth.k12.pa.us/thefoundation/scholarships/  
 
Other Business   
Mary Fiorini—when is kindergarten registration? 
Registration opened January 11 and is exclusively online through the Registration Gateway. 
Pre-K literacy nights will be virtual. Pre-K open house will also be virtual. It’s possible there may 
be an in-person spring welcome in May. 
 
Mrs. Roeder—PSSAs and other testing 
We are waiting on news about PSSAs. Many districts in Pennsylvania have been completely 
remote for the entire school year, so there isn’t any way they could administer the assessment 
to their students virtually. In addition, we don’t have a way to test our e-learners. We are doing 
mid-year benchmark reading testing in class one-on-one with the reading teachers in order to 
allow the classroom teachers to keep going with instruction for the rest of the students. 
 
Dr. Roy will be at the next meeting on February 5 at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:51 a.m. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Angela Vennemann. 

https://basdwpweb.beth.k12.pa.us/thefoundation/scholarships/

